Let’s Talk Art
7th Grade 45-Day Program, 2018-2019
Dear Parents,

Today’s art class is more than “Pumpkins in October” and turkeys at Thanksgiving.  Art education has become a vehicle designed to address the learning needs of every child—from those challenged to needing challenge.  All children can benefit from a visual art program that is as cognitively rigorous as it is technically challenging.

I should share that I am a teacher first, and I choose to teach Art because of the varied and profound educational experiences it can provide. I feel today’s instructional focus must offer transferable learning experiences and mental processes needed to thrive. So, as a middle school teacher, it goes without saying that my goals include ideas that extend beyond the classroom—interpersonal relationships, consensus building, collaboration and responsibility. 

My objectives include introducing, developing and refining your son’s or daughter’s ability:

· To engage, persist and explore through struggle, take risks and enjoy challenge;
· To understand and employ the creative process; 

· To command art terminology and critical thinking through writing; 

· To grow in his or her technical ability to draw from observation;
· And, to understand media’s expressive qualities used in visual communication.  

I so much want for you too to experience the kids’ achievements and I encourage your comments, questions and support. Throughout our time, I will send “Art Talks” electronically directing you to the class website to illustrate our learning and offer possible enrichment supports.  At the close of our short time together, your participation in a Mini-Portfolio Review should allow us to acknowledge growth and celebrate purposeful experiences.

This year begins my twenty-seventh year teaching adolescents and I LOVE this age group.  As your child’s teacher, you can expect my personal commitment that your family’s art study will be both educational and supportive.  Thank you for entrusting me with the opportunity to share the world with your child.

Sincerely,

Cappie Dobyns

AMS 7th Grade Art (& 6th Grade ELP Teacher)

Art Department / Ames Middle School / 3915 Mortensen Road, Ames, IA 50014 / 515-268-2400 ext. 5057

Cappie.Dobyns@ames.k12.ia.us  /   http://artwithdobyns.weebly.com
Grading & Class Policies

The 7th grade art program utilizes a mixture of assessments--diagnostic (pre-teaching), didactic (new teaching while assessing previous learning) and performance (doing) assessments.  When appropriate, writing and observational drawing activities are differentiated based on the teacher-created diagnostics allowing each art student to be comfortably challenged and to work at an optimal pace. 

Rubric Tables explaining levels of performance growth (Novice, Apprentice, Practitioner and Master), grading criteria (knowledge and skills being assessed) and the associated points for each are included in all graded assignments. You will note that all are designed to celebrate progress and encourage continued growth. From feedback gleamed from my class evaluations, the students share that this information is both empowering as they observe their own personal growth and purposeful as they set personal goals.
I am extremely flexible about make-up work; however, work completion must be encouraged.  Adolescents tend to have busy lives and I want to encourage that personal exploration which is why I will accept work that is missing (earning a zero) at any time. Once received and graded, you student’s cumulative average will change. I want you to know that I am here to support your student and family as best as I can, that I can promise you. So, never hesitate to reach out to me.
My late-work policy may seem complicated, but works very well. I do not accept incomplete work. I tell the students that “this is a performance class and that I have to see the performance in order to assess it.”  Because I do want my students to be mindful of their deadlines, work submitted after the due-date receives a ten-point deduction.  However, my focus is to be a supportive partner and help students learn about better time management and preparedness, not the “got-cha police” handing out deductions when hiccups occur.  
So, I explain that if a work is not complete or of the quality level students would like, they may turn said work in on the next ODD day before school begins without deductions because I want to honor their efforts to fix a mistake.  (Example: work due on Monday can be turned in on Wednesday before 9:30 am without penalty.)  I believe this approach allows a student to learn more through an opportunity to repair the misstep and to feel good about doing so. And judging by the limited number of times points are deducted, it appears my students embrace the opportunity.

ART SUPPLIES NEEDED.
Folder with Brads & Pockets

Wooden Pencil (no mechanical pencils please)

Student Name _________________________________________________________ Period _____
Parent(s) / Guardian Name ___________________________________________________________

(“Art Talks” will be sent via Infinite Campus Messenger to those families with email addresses available.)

I want to be the best teacher I can for your child.  I don’t want to wait until the end of our short time together before I learn only a small part of what you already know.  Together we can achieve great things making your child’s art experience successful and happy.
Take some time to share anything (however small or great) that can assist me in providing the best educational and supportive environment for your child.

Art Student Parent Questionnaire
Describe or list the qualities that your child’s teacher should have.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What goals do you (and your child) have during his/her 7th grade year?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Does he/she have any special interests outside of school?  What are they?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any cultural, religious or dietary guides that you wish for me to honor?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything else that you would like to share? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Thanks for taking time to complete this form.  Please visit our classes, or me anytime.
Free grade of 100 if returned______. 

